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Abstracts

Mehtzin lu. L. The Mint and the Universe (Scientists at the Origins of the English Eco
nomic Wonder). Historians of science often portarayed Newton’s long service as
the Master of the Royal Mint as primarily an administrative work, hardly paying
any attention to its financial-economic aspects. However, as this article attempts
to show, analysis of the latter allows one to assess adequately his role in the making
of a new type of financial system, the one that helped lay the foundations of Eng
land’s economic power. The article pays particular attention to the 1695-7 finan
cial reform, which Newton helped bring forth, and which became theprecursor of
English 18*"-centruy "financial revolution."

Kojevnikov A. B. Games of Stalinist Democracy: An Attempt of Interpretation of Ideo
logical Discussions inSoviet Science of the Late 1940s. Stalinist political culture de

veloped a system of ritualistic competitive games  — termed “intraparty democ

racy”— that allowed for grass-roots criticism and open-ended conceptual dis
agreements to exist and to be dealt with in a non-democratic environment. When

transferred into the academic culture and applied to settle conflicts there, they pro
duced unpredictable results. Access to documents from the party archives allows
insights into the mechanisms of Stalinist decision-making. The comparative
analysis of events in biology, linguistics, physics, and philosophy suggests a recon -
sideration ofsome accepted views on Lysenkoism and a new model of the relation -
ship between science, ideology, and political culture.

Kuznetsova N. I. "Atomic Trace" in VIET. The article tells the story of the editors' in

volvement in the events of 1992-1994, following the publication of sensational

documents from the KGB archives (VIET. 1992. No. 3). At the order of a deputy
prime-minister of Russian Federation.V. F. Shumeiko, the printing of the issue

had been arrested, and the editors had to struggle for two years to rescue it and
make the forbidden materials available to the readers. Those materials focused on

"atomic espionage" by the USSR intelligence service in 1941-6, and highlighted
the importance of secret information obtained from London and Los Alamos for
the making of the first Soviet atomic bomb. Although the archival documents sub

mitted to the journal (including drafts of the US atomic bomb of 1945 and its de
scription) had already been declassified, some experts thought that technical in
formation contained in them was so detailed that they could be put to practical use

(e. g., by terrorists). They came to conclude that their publication would be so
cially dangerous. In that story scientists, journalists, and state security officials en -
countered the issues of legal and ethical responsibility that have no clear and easy
solutions. Hence, it prompts one to ponder over the consequences of decision
making in the developing democratic society, involving the citizen’s free access to
information, on the one hand, and the social risk of published data, on the other.


