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ABSTRACTS OF SOME ARTICLES

V. S. Kirsanov. Back to the Sources? (Notes on the Institute for the History of Science and

Technology, 1932-38). This article traces the history of the establishment of the Institute
for the History of Science and Technology, and its activities In 1932—1938, headed for
mally by N. I. Bukharin, but actually by M. A. Gukovskii. The study is based on the archi
val sources, as well as an interview with the Institute's former member, Professor L. S. Po-

lak. It presents little-known and hitherto unknown information about the Institute, with parti
cular focus on its Department of the History of Mathematics and Physics. It also gives a
condensed account of the Institute s periodical, ArkJiiv istorii naidd i tekhnikz [The Archive

of the History of Science and Technology].

D. Steila. In Quest of <KSc:entific World-View»: «Russian Machism» (Re)Considered. This ar
ticle attempts to shatter the myth of the fate of empiriocriticism in Russia, established in
public consciousness largely thanks to Lenin s coarse attack on «Machism» (in «Materia
lism and Empiriocriticism», 1909). taken up by cohorts of opportunistic scribblers. To de-
mythologize the fictitious history of «Russian Machism» and display its real history in full
relief, the article brings together such sources as works by Russian empiriocriticists. archi
val materials of the Mach Institute in Vienna (including correspondence between Mach and
his Russian followers), memoirs left by those Social Democrats who emigrated from Russia,
and (more recent) studies by foreign and Russian authors, attempting to contemporize old
philosophical debates between Mensheviks and Bolsheviks, the orihodoxly and the inno
vatory Marxists. The victory of the orthodox Marxism, the renunciation of ideas (suggested
by many Social Democrats) to synthesize Machism and Marxism, became the first signs of
the decay of Marxism, of its theoretical stagnation and. therefore, its lack of vitality. The
article shows how the struggle of the orthodox trend against striving for the theoretical trans
formation and adaptation of Marxism to contemporary science, became a cause of its sub
sequent decline.

Yu. L. Mentsln, «Earth Chauvinism» and Giordano Bruno's Celestial Worlds. This article
tempts to show that the basic reasons for the condemnation of Giordano Bruno were due to
(i) the fact that he had moved far beyond his predecessors in developing the ancient idea
of the plurality of worlds (in particular, having found the possibility of using it to criticize
Christianity), and (ii) the essential impossibility of any further development of his philo
sophical conception. Therefore, Bruno had become the hostage, as it were, of his own views ->
not willing to give them up altogether, on the one hand, and having no possibility of deve
loping them in a somewhat more conventional form (as did Galileo after his forced
ce>, on the other. Hence Bruno's intractability, eventuated in the tragedy.
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V. B. Adamskii The Parable of the Portuguese King and the Spanish Queen, of Vasco da Ga
ma and Christopher Columbus, of the Planned Research and the Risky Adventure. This
article represents the invented dialogue between two contemporary men of science ...^
director of the (fictitious) Institute of Prospective Studies and the head of that Institute's
Department of Theoretical Research. Retrieving the key episodes and personages from the
story of Great Geographic Discoveries in their dialogue, the interlocutors juxtapose them
with the pattern of scientific enterprise they observe in their own contemporary work Thus
the royal personages of Portugal and Spain, and the captains who voyaged under their oat’
ronage, appear to personify certain characteristic types of patrons and practitioners of sci'
entific inquiry. The discussion of their characters and relationships serves as a parable
conducting the reader's meditation on what may be called «invariant» issues in the sneiai
history of modern science. auuai

the
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