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ABSTRACTS OF SOME ARTICLES

Alexandrov D. A. Historical Anthropology of Science in Russia. This article discusses the
«historical-anthropological» approach 1o science studies (as exemplified in some current
work on Russian science). Misread by both internalists (who see it as allegedly proving the
«secial constructedness» of scientific knowledge) and the proponents of social and cultural
criticisms of science {who accuse it of «reviving internalism» and neglecting current societal
concerns), this approach may be better understood as transcending the framework of the
internalist /constructivist debates: «[its] aim is, not to prove that the content of a theory is
socially defined, but to show how the everyday life of ...scientists is linked with their views.
Properly speaking, the aim is to study science as the everyday life routine of those people
who call themselves ,scientists“.» Multiple historical vignettes illustrate this point, revealing
the significance of the «everyday-life dimension» in such issues as the aristocratic
patronage of science in the Tsarist Russia, the social organization of Soviet science,
transformations of scientific fields and institutions, etc.

Van Helden A. Longitude and the Satellites of Jupiter: 1610—1775. 1993 marked the 300th
anniversary of the birth of John Harrison who made the chronometer that allowed
navigators in high seas to fix their longtitude by means of observations which could be
performed on board.“As this article shows, however, for almost two centuries prior to
Harrison’s chronometers, efforts were being made to use the eclipses of Jupiter’s satellites
for the same purpose, Galileo (who had discovered these satellites) being the first one to
try doing that. By the early 18th century it was clear that the eclipses of Jupiter's moons
held little promise for estimating longitudes at sea, but it was also becoming clear that they
might provide an excellent method for doing so on land. It was this method that proved
crucial for the 17th-19th-centuries” revolution in mapping.

Liubina G. I. I. I. Mechnikov at the Pasteur Institute. The article discusses the core
organizational principles of the Pasteur Institute, emphasizing Mechnikov's particular role
in developing those principles and helping to put them into practice.

Kondrashov V. E. and Sofronov I. D. Mathematical Modelling in the Development of Nuclear
Charges. The article presents a detailed historical account of the Russian school of
mathematical modelling of nuclear charges, analyzing theoretical issues in its work
together with the technical issues of its computational base, and the social and institutional
aspects of iis organization. A comparison of the development of computational technologies
in the USSR with that in the USA helps clarify certain differences between the two
mathematical traditions.

Drovenikov I. S. In the Museum of Nuclear Weapons. In 1992, the first public museum of
nuclear weapons in Russia was opened in the Federal Nuclear Center, known as «Arzamas-
16.» Its exposition (embracing the period from 1949 through 1970) is discussed in the
context of history of the Soviet Nuclear Programme.

Goleusova L. P. Arzamas-16: How It All Began. The article highlights many little-known facts
periaining to the establishment of a Soviet nuclear center, the so-called «Arzamas-16.» The
Social history of this center, built in the city of Sarov, once famous for its monastery,
involves information about the utilization of prisoners” labor in its cons_truction, the
maintenance of the secrecy regime, and the fate of historical monuments within the «closed
city.»



